THE  DEATH  OF  STRAFFORD
were anathema. It was one of the principal sources
of Cromwell's strength that with a religious zeal that
has hardly been excelled in the spiritual record of any
man, he never for a moment at heart became a
religious fanatic. Convictions as fierce as his are
seldom in the history of mankind compatible with a
tolerance so constructive and so fearless.
Hampden's religion was of a widely different kind.
Like his cousin, he was a man of natural piety, and
a man of affairs, but his piety had little or nothing
of the other's volcanic character. When his design of
emigrating had been frustrated and the judgment
of his trial had left the real issue unresolved, he
returned to his Buckinghamshire estate, and there
we see him, happy in the society of his children,
diligent among the gardens and orchards that he
was never too busy to enjoy, indulging freely his
taste for sports of every kind, spending delightful
hours in his library, and devoting much of his time
to his business as a Justice of the Peace. The in-
domitable will that had now made him a national
hero was allied to a gentleness of disposition that
won the affection of his friends and the respect of
his enemies. This natural urbanity of spirit was
reflected in his religious life. He knew none of
Cromwell's humiliations, it may be none of his
transports. The great principle of liberty within the
law, both for church and state, which was no less an
inspiration to him than it was to Cromwell, was
supported in his mind by a far more equable tempera-
ment than his cousin's. Discipline for Cromwell
was a daily conflict, for Hampden it was a natural
and easy habit, Cromwell's household was one of

